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Gun violence takes many forms so solutions to the problems don’t lend themselves to “one size-fits-all” 

remedies. Here is our list of the top ten priorities for attacking the gun violence problem. 

1. Smart Guns. 
Smart gun technologies, in which Smart guns, or personalized guns, are designed to be useless 

unless unlocked by radio signal or a biometric authenticator such as voice activation, 

fingerprints, or a retina scan could help prevent gun deaths in many important ways including: 

1. The hundreds of thousands of guns stolen every year could be rendered harmless. 

2. Gun accidents in the home could be reduced, especially among children. 

3. Suicidal teenagers would be prevented from appropriating their parents’ guns. 

The term smart gun has been trademarked by the gun manufacturer Mossberg. 

2. Research 
The Center for Disease Control has been prevented from doing research on the causes of and cures for 

gun violence. This is in large part due to defunding and intimidation by the gun lobby that started in 

1996 and continues today.  In fact, the effects of the ban have been so staggering, that many who were 

studying the issue have given up because of lack of funding.  If President Obama’s Executive Order to 

restore the funding is successful, it will take a while to develop a new generation of research on the 

issue.   

With a twenty-year gap in comprehensive research, Dr. Garen Wintemute said that opponents argue 

that what research exists can be easily disregarded as being old and therefore irrelevant. He added that 

repeating this research requires real time research, which will take years to conduct and require a labor 

force that no longer exists. 

When the research was banned, Dr. Arther Kellermann had been working on CDC-funded research on 

whether home gun possession had potentially protective or hazardous effects on health. Nonprofit 

organizations helped fund the remainder of the project, but as the years went on, fewer and fewer 

nonprofits stepped up. 

Kellermann said he's watched as bumper stickers and slogans replaced statistics and facts over the past 

two decades.  

3. Repeal the Protection of Lawful Commerce in Arms ACT. 
 

The gun lobby was able to pass the Protection of Lawful Commerce in Arms Act , (PLCAA), federal 

legislation granting immunity from prosecution for firearm manufacturers, dealers, and distributors for 
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death or injuries caused by their product. No other consumer product industry in the United States is 

granted such immunity.  

4. Remove Open Carry.  
In Connecticut, permits are required in order to carry handguns in public.  If a person has a permit, that 

person may carry a firearm, open or concealed, in any public place except where the carrying of firearms 

is specifically prohibited, by law or by placement of “firearms prohibited” signs by owners or persons 

having control of the premises. 

We have heard from many of our supporters  who are : 1) Terrified by persons carrying firearms 

openly, particularly in stores where they shop;  2) Alarmed that CT law allows individuals to 

carry guns, openly or concealed, in CT when it causes such terror and anxiety in everyday 

people; and 3) Incredulous that, although a permit to carry is required to be kept on the person 

at all times when carrying a firearm in public, police do not have authority to request to see the 

permit unless there is reasonable suspicion of a crime.  

The Seventh Circuit Appellate Court struck down the Illinois ban on public carry, (the U.S. 

District Court had declared it to be Constitutional).  The Illinois law had banned both open and 

concealed carry, thereby barring carrying handguns outside the home. Five states currently ban 

open carry in public.  

5. New Laws to prevent gun trafficking. 
One of the largest categories of gun deaths is firearm homicides.  Most occur in cities.  Firearm 

homicides number about 12,000 per year. This is a senseless scourge on our culture. It is not only the 

loss of victims’ lives, for it is the rare homicide that affects only one person. It permeates throughout our 

communities. 

 Most of these urban homicides are committed by persons who are prohibited from purchasing or 

possessing firearms.  Thus a significant, and profitable, market is created for illegal firearm trafficking. 

Some ways to make it much more difficult to traffic guns include: 

 Smart gun technology.  This may be the best antidote for this problem.  Stolen guns provide a 

significant portion of this market.  Stolen smart guns would have little use in the hands of 

someone who is not the owner. 

 Requirements to report lost or stolen firearms.  Connecticut requires gun 0wners to report lost 

or stolen firearms within 72 hours of when they knew or should have known that their guns 
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were missing. Most states do not have his law. The law is important as the ATF is required to 

trace all guns recovered at crime scenes back to the original purchaser. If the original purchaser  

is a trafficker, he only has to say “that gun was stolen from me” and the investigation goes no 

further. If the state required lost or stolen guns to be reported, this excuse would not be 

available to traffickers. 

 “Where did they get the gun?”  Law enforcement must do a better job of investigating further, 

when a person is arrested for illegal possession, of determining where the person got the gun; 

maintaining relevant records; and connecting the dots in future arrests to determine patterns 

and connections. 

 One gun a month.  Some states limit firearm purchases to one gun per month.  The idea is that 

this practice makes it more difficult, and less profitable, for traffickers to apply their trade. They 

cannot make bulk purchases and cannot receive bulk purchase discounts. 

6. Laws to Minimize Accidental Deaths. 
Accidental shootings and deaths, especially among children, are unacceptable to advanced societies like 

the U.S.  

In the first ten months of 2015, 2,846 children were injured or killed by guns. 602 of those children were 

under the age of twelve.   

Smart guns would be of major significance in reducing accidental shootings. Safe storage laws can also 

be of major benefit in reducing accidental deaths from children and others who should not be allowed 

access to improperly stored firearms. 

7. Suicide Prevention. 
Over 20,000 suicides are committed each year using firearms.  Firearm suicide attempts are much more 

likely to result in death than any other means. And 90% of persons who survive suicide attempts do not 

die as suicides.  Means matter.  Accessibility to firearms among at risk groups is a critical measure 

leading to reduced deaths. If a member of your family is part of an at-risk group, be sure that your gun is 

safely stored.  

8. Domestic Violence Prevention.  
On average, 9 persons, mostly female, are murdered by guns every year in Connecticut as a result of 

domestic violence. In 2015 there were 12 domestic violence gun murders. Women are 500 % more likely 

to be killed in domestic violence altercations if a gun is present in the home.  Risk to women is increased 

when looking to permanently end a relationship, such as when restraining orders are sought or divorce 

papers served.  CAGV has supported legislation requiring firearms to be taken away from subjects of 

retraining orders at the time service of the order is made, rather than waiting the required fourteen 

days for a hearing to be scheduled. That legislation was passed by the legislature in the 2016 session.  

Most states do not remove firearms from subjects of temporary restraining orders. 
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9. Ban assault weapons and large capacity magazines. (Already banned 

in CT) 
These weapons are incredibly powerful and lethal and are intended for military and police, not civilian, 

use. The magazines allow dozens of rounds to be fired in a matter of seconds, making these the 

weapons of choice for the horrendous mass shootings that have become common in the U.S. 

10. Universal Background Checks. (The law in CT). 
Background checks should be required for every sale or transfer of a firearm, even between private 

parties and at gun shows.  We make it much too easy for dangerous people to get guns because of these 

loopholes.  Just as any sale or transfer of automobiles requires notification and documentation to the 

state, so should the same standards be applied to sales and transfers of firearms. 
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